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I Kol Nidrei: 100 Silver Coins

*Based on mTom nn wmn WX pg 196

he Imrei Chaim quotes the Kol
Nidrei derashah he heard from the
Ateres Yeshuah:
“Ribbono shel Olam, it says in the
Torah:
0mMaT N5y 15 DYLL..AWR WK N
TWRS AN 9.3 1IXN IR W
53 AnbwS Hor xS
If a man takes a wife... and charges
her with accusations and spreads an
evil name about her... and they shall
fine him a hundred silver [shekels]. ..
and she shall remain bis wife; he may
not send her away all his days.
So too, You, Master of the World,
have sanctified klal Yisrael to be Your

wife. Then all sorts of prosecuting

angels and accusers came before You
with various strange and twisted claims.
But know, Master of the World, that
all their words are o™a1 m>by, nothing
more than false accusations and slander
against the pure daughter of Israel.
Therefore, I beseech You: Punish
these accusers with the one hundred
silver coins — pour down upon the
Jewish people blessing, sustenance, and
every form of goodness. And as it says,
‘she shall remain his wife; he may not
send her away all his days’ — so too,
may Hashem watch over them with an
ever-open eye, protecting them from ev-
ery sorrow and harm, rachmana litzlan,

and always shelter us in your embrace.”

M Within Earshot

*Based on or1ym5 ny

AP N2 IMRAP IRYNDA2 1IWwAT
Seek Hashem while He may be fozmd,
call upon Him while He is near.

he famous Gemara Rosh Hashanah
18a explains: wx1 paw ome mwy BX
DN Ovb MW — these are the ten days
between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
This is a famous teaching often quoted
during these exalted days.
One may wonder, though: Yom Kip-
pur is indeed one of the Aseres Yemei

Teshuvah — but it is also their climax,
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the zenith of these days of closeness.
Shouldn’t it receive a special mention of
its own? Why is it grouped together, al-
most blurred, with the other days?

X”1371 12 DNaX 1 writes in the name
of his father, the Vilna Gaon (w1n
115X 12K cited on the bottom of the
Hxw 'wx o) that Yom Kippur in-
deed does have its own mention in the
pasuk we recite in "X 71 71, where
Dovid Hamelech writes:

“XpX D 1 ynw — Hashem, hear my

voice when I call”



Says the Gaon, “5p 71 ynw” refers to
Rosh Hashanah, while “xapx” — when
I call, when I cry out — refers specifi-
cally to Yom Kippur. Not only that: The
“Nxp” in our pasuk, “\N¥NNA N OWAT
2p nvna nxap,” is also an allusion
specifically to Yom Kippur.

XIpX is a reference to Yom Kippur.

This hosafah of the Gaon isn’t merely

a good mareh makom for the next time

we quote the Gemara. It highlights the
essence of the day.

On the other days of Aseres Yemei Te-
shuvah, Hashem is “ax¥nna” — present,
accessible, within reach. But on Yom
Kippur, Hashem is not just “around.”
He is close. He is within earshot. “snxp
amp 2’ — call out to the King, be-
cause on Yom Kippur He is right here

with us.

I Always Waging War

* Based on omm5

he Jews are always fighting wars.
Yom Kippur is no exception.

As the Medrash relates: (1:x2 121 xpn)
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The Rabbis interpreted the pasuk as
referring to Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur:

“NX — my light” — refers o Rosh
Hashana, and “yv — my salva-
tion” — refers to Yom Kippur.

And on Yom Kippur the follow-
ing takes place...the ministers of
the nations of the world, who come
and. prosecute against Israel before
Hashem argue: “Master of the world!
These (the Jews) serve idols, and these
(the nations) serve idols. These com-
mit immorality, and these commit
immorality. These shed blood, and
these shed blood. Why then should
these (the nations) descend to Gehin-
nom, while these (the Jews) do not?”

Klal Yisroel responds: “My heart will
not fear, for You have promised me:
WIpN OX 11X X2 nxra.”

We see from the Medrash: War is be-
ing waged in shamayim. The prosecut-
ing angels stand against us. And what
do we, klal Yisrael, answer? How do we
defend ourselves from their claims?

wIpn X NIRRT nxta — simply

understood, Aharon was allowed into
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the Kodesh HaKodashim once a year
on Yom Kippur; his ticket in was the
avodah he performed, and the medrash
is telling us that in the zechus of his
avodah, we take refuge from the pros-
ecuting angels.

But the Medrash (nm inx xnp'on wm
7 Xporn) tells us there is a deeper dimen-
sion, hidden deep beneath the surface.

MOt MK MR M — 1NAX X2 NNT2
AP ND12) AnA AMnn

Aharon HaKohen entered with the
zechus of Torah. His avodah in the Beis
Hamikdash, his ability to bring down
kapparah for klal Yisrael, was through
wielding the koach halorah. With this,
amidst the accusations of the prose-
cuting angels who sought to equate us
with idol-worshipers — klal Yisrael was
shielded.

Yes, the simple understanding is that
it was the zechus of the korbanos, but

this astounding medrash is telling us it

was the zechus of Torah.

Bringing this idea /maaseh, my yedid
R’ Zevi Liteman explains: We are all ko-
hanim gedolim on Yom Kippur. Each of
us steps into the Kodesh HaKodashim
of our own souls, and our davening be-
comes our korbanos. As the Gemara in

Yoma 88b teaches:

,0M8 2Mpi XD non 1Yy mbynw
APNDY 01D DY NRIY

When we daven, when we pour out
viduy, when we beg for kapparah, it is
considered as if we are bringing the kor-
banos. It is as if we are doing the avodah
ona amb. But if we want the zechus, if
we want the korbanos to truly work — to
silence the oavpn, the accusing angels —
we must know the secret: 17X X2 nxma. It
is with the zechus of Torah — learning it,
committing to it, adhering to its precepts,
light, and truth — that we too can en-
ter the Kodesh, perform our avodah, and

emerge victorious.

M Don’t Masquerade in Red

he essence of Yom Kippur is teshu-
vah, as the pasuk in Vayikra 16:30

states:

521 DINXR VD DYDY 1B AT 0P D

anon 11 >amb oynxon
For on this day atonement shall be
made for you, to purify you of all
your sins; before Hashem you shall be
purified.
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Echoing the avodah of teshuvah, the
Navi Yeshayahu (1:18) declares:

D'ROM P DX ‘71 AR NN X3 125
oy MmNy ox > 2bwa oawd

27 Yo
Ykough your sins are like scarlet,
they shall become white as snow;
though they are red like crimson, they
shall become like wool.



Teshuvah reaches so far that even the
utterly wicked — o opwn — are
embraced. Throughout their entire life,
Hashem opens His hand to receive them,
to help them, and to whiten their sins.

As the heilige Rashbi teaches us in
Kiddushin 40b:

PrIY 1BX mIX MY 12 Pwnw om
AR TIX — AMNX2 T 7 5 Tm
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai says: Even
if one was completely righteous all his
life and he rebelled by sinning at the
end of his life, he loses his early mer-
it... And similarly, even if one was
completely wicked all his life and
repented in the end, he is no longer

reminded of his wickedness...”

Teshuvah is so powerful, even reshaim
gemurim can do teshuvah their entire
lives.

However, says the Chasam Sofer,
there is a very important caveat: Teshu-
vah is not for arrogant, stuck-up people.
Seemingly even before the four basic
steps of teshuvah outlined by the Ram-
bam, there is a crucial, raw process that
must be achieved. Teshuvah only works
when the first step is hakarah — recog-
nition. Realizing, “I am in a position to

apologize; I'm sorry, I sinned, I strayed,

I did the wrong thing.”

As the Chasam Sofer expounds from
the pasuk:

D>RvN P OX — if your sins are recog-
nized; if you take responsibility for them,
12> bws — then you will merit atone-
ment. If you truly recognize your sins,
admit you've strayed, and come back to
reckon and confess, then 1% bwy —
even sins dyed deep like crimson can be
transformed by Hashem into pure white.

Now is the time to look inward, and
look upward to Avinu Shebashamayim.
Face your mistakes and take respon-
sibility for them. Admit where you've
strayed, apologize sincerely, and commit
to change.

When we confront our sins with hu-
mility and honesty, we open the door for
Hashem to transform even our deepest
failings. 135 25wa is not just poetic; it
is the real promise of these days. But if
we hide behind false pride, or cloak our
misdeeds with excuses or pretenses, our
sins remain red and unatoned.

The hypocrites — those who cloak
themselves in false piety, deceiving oth-
ers and attempting to steal the mind of
Hashem, kaviyachol — do not take re-
sponsibility. These people are excluded
from o>xon v oX, and as such they
are not zocheh to wa» 1dwd. They re-
main red with sin, even while dressed
outwardly in white, masquerading as
righteous men. For them, their sins are

not whitened.

Teshuvah only works when the first step is recognition.
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I Ne'ilah: I€'s All a Gumball

villager once came before a mighty

king on the day when all peti-
tions were heard. The palace was over-
flowing — nobles presented requests,
generals submitted reports, merchants
brought contracts, and scholars offered
books of wisdom. The villager, holding
a small crumpled page with his plea,
felt his lips go dry. Surrounded by such
grandeur, his voice nearly failed. How
could his words matter here?

Then he noticed something remark-
able: The king leaned down just as atten-
tively to hear his request as he did to the
commanders and nobles. The king made
no distinction between the large and the
small; for to him, the needs of every sub-
ject were equally precious.

So too, as Yom Kippur wanes and
Ne'ilah approaches, our mouths may feel
numb and our lists long. We pray for life,
happiness, health, and parnasah. We beg
for shidduchim, for children, for nachas,
for peace in our homes, and peace in the
world. We ask for strength in learning,
success in avodas Hashem, protection
from illness, relief from worries, and
clarity in a confusing world. We plead
for atonement, for forgiveness, and for
the coming of Mashiach.

And then we wonder: Are my words
being processed? Is my tefillah too small,
too weak, too lost in the flood of prayers?
At that moment, we must remind our-

selves: Hashem is not a melech basar
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vadam. He is the 51 op mwn. Just as
qpn X NS, so too His closeness knows
no bounds. He is mo px — unlimited,
boundless, beyond measure — and every
word, every tefillah, every whisper from
His children finds its way before Him.

Nothing is too big. And nothing gets
lost in the cracks. He is our collective and
individual Father in Heaven. And when
we pray and come with our lists, Hashem
doesn’t even need them. He created us;
He knows what we need. When we dav-
en and cry and take these moments seri-
ously, we are being mevatel ourselves —
showing that we know who is in control,
who can grant, who can save, who can
deliver. That’s all He needs from us.

Reb Mati Nadav related the following:
Rabbi Simcha Bunim Berger, a 72v in
Monsey, recently went to Eretz Yisrael —
not to tour, not to see the north or the
south — just to get away, to tap back in,
to live the simplicity of a Yerushalayim
Yid for a week, to soak in the kedushah
of the country. He rented a small apart-
ment, learned a lot, went to yeshivos,
and just breathed in Eretz Yisrael.

One of the real highlights of his trip,
he told Rabbi Nadav, was a bris he at-
tended. A friend of his had a baby in
Yerushalayim and invited him, and the
sandek was Rav Tzvi Kushelevsky — the
renowned Rosh Yeshiva who became a
father for the first time at close to ninety

years old. Rabbi Berger said there was an



unusually powerful, almost electric feel-
ing in the room, a sense of overwhelm-
ing gratitude and emotion — and then
he explained why.

When this baby was born, he was
completely silent. No cry. Nothing. The
doctors said the situation was very bleak.
“Usually, we can try something — op-
erate, intervene somehow — but here,
there’s literally nothing we can do.” The
parents were broken. The father called
his Rosh Yeshiva and told him the situ-
ation. The Rosh Yeshiva gave a brachah,
but the father, desperate, said, “Rebbi, I
need a havtachah — a promise.”

“A promise?” said the Rosh Yeshiva,
and after a pause he asked, “What are
you willing to do to save this baby?”

“Anything,” the father replied.

“Anything?”

“Yes,” the father said.

The Rosh Yeshiva told him, “Then
take upon yourself to learn one kapitel of
Tehillim every day — with Rashi. Every
day”

The father said, “That’s it? Just one?”

“Yes,” said the Rosh Yeshiva. “Just do
that, and everything is going to be okay.”

The day after they came home from
the hospital, the father sat down and
learned that first kapirel with Rashi —
and that very day, a miracle unfolded.

The baby made a complete turnaround.

The doctors could not believe it. Medi-
cine had no explanation. The baby began
breathing, and seven days later, the bris
took place. That, Rabbi Berger said, is
why the room was charged with such en-
ergy — because everyone knew this was
a miracle baby.

To us, said Rabbi Nadav, this seems
like such a huge miracle for something
so small. No surgeries, no treatments,
no endless medical bills — just a simple
kabbalah. How can it be?

Rabbi Nadav explained with a mashal:
Imagine a child crying bitter tears, moan-
ing and groaning, his face wet from the
steady flow of tears. The father, assuming
something terrible has happened, rushes
over and says, “Whats wrong? Why are
you crying? What can I do to help?”

Through sobs, the child chokes out,
“Tarty, I just want a gumball.”

“A gumball?” the father says. “Thats
all you want? I can give you a gumball,
I can give you a whole bag of gumballs,
I can buy you a bike, I can give you a
hundred dollars!”

This, Rabbi Nadav said, is exactly
how it is with us and Hashem. When we
recognize that everything is from Him,
nothing is too big for Him to do — and
nothing is too small for us to do to show
that we know it’s all Him. In the end, it
all a gumball. One kapitel of Tehillim

When we recognize that everything is from Him,
nothing is too big for Him to do — and nothing is too
small for us to do to show that we know it’s all Him.

YOM KIPPUR 5786 7



with Rashi may seem so small, almost
trivial — yet it was enough to do what
doctors, with all their skill and expertise,
admitted they could not. When medi-
cine had no answers, that single kapitel
moved Heaven and brought life back
into the child.

Because for Hashem, it’s not about
quantity — it's about quality. Not
about the size of the act, but the heart

behind it. It’s the relationship. Its our

submission to His meluchah.

As for now — during Ne'ilah, as the
gates are closing — storm the heavens!
Hashem is listening. Pour out your heart.
Nothing is too big for Him. He is the Ko/
Yachol — He can do anything. Nothing
is beyond His reach. To Hashem, there’s
no difference between a gumball and life
itself. Every tefillah, every cry, every plea
is precious. Don't hold back. Give it all

you've got.

N Fat — Not Because
You're HUNGIy sesnesrs-

he Midrash as well as the Tur (o
7797n) relate that on Motzaei Yom
Kippur, a heavenly voice proclaims:

“Go, eat your bread with joy and
drink your wine with a glad heart, for
Hashem has already accepted your te-
shuvah.”

The Brisker Rav was asked: Why is
such a bas kol necessary? After all, peo-
ple are hungry, weak, and drained from
a full day of fasting and davening, of
course they are going to eat!

He explained by citing the Gemara in
Avodah Zarah (20a):

nn mynn wneT 5y — Anyone who sep-

arates from heresy dies.

This does not mean that a person
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must literally die, but that the pain
and anguish over his sin can be so over-
whelming that it could lead to his death.

The Rav continued: Regarding most
sins, Chazal never said the anguish is so
intense as to cause death. But it is easy
to understand that such pain could at
least rob a person of his appetite. After
Yom Kippur, when a person reflects
deeply on his aveiros, it could be that
the natural reaction would be to refrain
from eating.

Therefore, a bas kol is needed to de-
clare: Your teshuvah has been accepted,
Hashem is content — now go, eat your
bread with joy and drink your wine

with a glad heart.
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